A  MODE  OF  CURE 


OF  THE  EFFECTS  OF 

THE  BITE  OF  A  MAD  DOG, 

USES  IN  THE  UKRAINE. 


When  Mr.  Marochetti,  an  operator  in  the  Hospital  at 
Moscow,  was  in  the  Ukraine  in  IS  13,  in  one  day  fifteen  persons 
applied  to  him  for  cure,  having  been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  ; 
whilst  he  was  preparing  the  remedies,  a  deputation  of  several 
old  men  made  its  appearance  to  request  him  to  allow  a  peasant 
to  treat  them,  a  man  who  had  for  some  years  past  enjoyed  a 
great  reputation  for  prevention  of  Hydrophobia,  and  of  whose 
success  Dr.  Marochetti  had  already  heard  much. 

He  consented  to  their  request  under  these  conditions: — First? 
that  he  (Mr.  Marochetti)  should  be  present  at  every  thing  done 
by  the  peasant : — secondly,  in  order  that  he  might  be  fully 
convinced,  that  the  dog  was  really  mad,  he,  Mr.  Marochetti, 
should  select  one  of  the  patients,  who  should  only  be  treated 
according  to  the  medical  course  usually  held  in  estimation.  A 
girl  of  six  years  old  was  chosen  for  this  purpose. 

The  peasant  gave  to  his  fourteen  patients  a  strong  “  Decoct 
of  the  “  Summit and  “  FI :  Genistse  lutese  Tinctorise,”  (about 
a  pound  and  a  half  daily)  and  examined  twice  a  day  under  the 
tongues,  where,  as  he  stated,  small  knots  containing  the  poison 
of  the  madness  must  form  themselves.  As  soon  as  these  small 
knots  actually  appeared,  which  Mr.  Marochetti  himself  saw, 
they  were  opened,  and  cauterized  with  a  red  hot  needle,  after 
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which  the  patient  gargled  with  the  decoction  of  the  “  Genista?.” 
The  result  of  this  treatment  was,  that  all  of  them  (of  whom 
only  twro,  the  last  bitten,  did  not  shew  these  knots)  wrere  dis¬ 
missed  cured  at  the  end  of  six  weeks,  during  which  time  they 
drank  this  decoction.  But  the  little  girl,  who  had  been  treated 
according  to  the  usual  methods,  was  seized  with  hydrophobic 
accidents  on  the  seventh  day,  and  was  dead  in  eight  hours, 
after  they  first  took  place.  The  persons  dismissed  were  seen 
three  years  afterwards  by  Mr.  Marochetti ;  and  they  were  all 
sound  and  well. 

Five  years  after  this  circumstance  (in  ISIS)  Mr.  Marochetti 
had  a  new  opportunity  in  Podolia  of  confirming  this  important 
discovery.  The  treatmeat  of  twenty-six  persons,  who  had  been 
bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  was  confided  to  him  ;  nine  were  men, 
eleven  women,  and  six  children.  He  gave  them  at  once  a 
decoction  of  the  “  Genistae,”  and  a  diligent  examination  of  their 
tongues  gave  the  following  result :  five  men,  all  the  women, 
and  three  children,  had  the  small  knots  already  mentioned  . 
those  most  bitten  on  the  third  day,  others  on  the  fifth,  seventh, 
and  ninth,  and  one  woman,  who  had  been  bitten  but  very  su¬ 
perficially  in  the  leg,  only  on  the  twenty-first  day.  The  other 
seven  also,  who  shewed  no  small  knots,  drank  the  “  Decoctum 
Genistae”  six  weeks,  and  all  the  patients  recovered. 

In  consequence  of  these  observations,  Mr.  Marochetti  be¬ 
lieves,  that  the  hydrophobic  poison  after  remaining  a  short  time 
in  the  wound,  fixes  itself  for  a  certain  time  under  the  tongue, 
at  the  openings  of  the  ducts  of  the  “  glandul.  submaxillar.” 
which  are  at  each  side  of  the  tongue  string,  and  there  forms 
those  small  knots,  in  which  may  be  felt  with  a  probe  a  fluctuat¬ 
ing  fluid,  which  is  the  hydrophobic  poison.  The  usual  time 
of  their  appearance  seems  to  be  within  the  third  and  ninth  day 
after  the  bite ;  and  if  they  are  not  opened  within  the  first 
twenty-four  hours  after  their  formation,  the  poison  is  re-absor- 
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bed  into  the  body,  and  the  patient  is  lost  beyond  power  of 

cure. 

For  this  reason,  Mr.  Marochetti  recommends,  that  such 
patients  should  be  examined  under  the  tongue  immediately, 
which  should  be  continued  for  six  weeks,  during  which  time 
they  should  take  daily  one  pound  and  a  half  of  the  “  Decoct. 
Genist.”  (or  four  times  a  day  the  powder,  one  drachm  “  pro 
dosi.”)  If  the  knots  do  not  appear  in  this  time,  no  madness  is 
to  be  apprehended,  but,  as  soon  as  they  appear,  they  should  be 
opened  with  a  lancet,  and  then  cauterized ;  and  the  patient 
should  gargle  assiduously  with  the  above-mentioned  decoction. 

We  hasten  to  communicate  to  our  readers  this  important  dis¬ 
covery  (which  we  borrow  from  the  Petersburg!!  Miscellaneous 
Treatises  in  “  The  Realm  of  Medical  Science  for  1821”)  which 
certainly  deserves  the  full  attention  of  all  medical  practiti¬ 
oners,  and  which  if  confirmed  by  experience  may  have  the  most 
beneficial  results. 


Translated  from  an  Article  in  the  Berlin  “  State 
Gazette ,”  No.  20,  of  the  14 th  Feb.  1822. 


Since  the  above  statement  appeared  in  the  Berlin  State 
Gazette,  an  official  report,  made  to  the  Prussian  Government, 
and  quoted  in  a  subsequent  number  of  that  newspaper,  repre¬ 
sents,  that  knots  similar  to  those  described  by  Mr.  Marochetti 
were  found  under  the  tongue  of  a  mad  dog  m  Westphalia  the 
last  Spring. 


Medical  Men  are  anxiously  solicited  to  set  on  foot  inquiries  and 
experiments  in  order  to  put  Mr .  MarochettV s  statement  to  the 
proof.  It  may  he  well  worth  inquiring  also ,  whether  the  cure ,  if 
such  it  is,  is  not  effected  hy  opening  and  cauterizing  the  knots , 
without  the  decoction  of  the  Broom  having  any  part  in  it. 


In  the  suggestion  of  trials  of  the  remedy  thus  described , 

’ 

nothing  can  he  less  intended  than  interference  with  excision  and 
actual  cautery  when  practicable ,  which  it  would  he  highly  impru¬ 
dent  to  neglect ,  at  any  rate  as  far  as  the  present  treatment  of  the  bite 
mad  dog  is  ascertained. 
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